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UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

School of Kinesiology 

KIN 360:  Sport, Peace, and Conflict 
 

INSTRUCTOR         TEACHING ASSISTANT 

Brian Wilson        Devra Waldman 

156D Auditorium Annex, 1924 West Mall    devra@alumni.ubc.ca 

604-822-3884        Office Hours: By appointment 

brian.wilson@ubc.ca    

Office Hours:  by appointment on Thursdays from 1:30pm-2:30pm 
 

CLASS TIMES:  Wednesdays from 4pm-7pm  

LOCATION:  Woodward IRC 3 (Main Lecture Rm); Woodward IRC 4 (Breakout Rm) 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

People in every nation love sport. Its values – fitness, fair play, teamwork, and the pursuit of 

excellence – are universal. At its best, it brings people together, no matter what their origin, 

background, religious beliefs or economic status.  And when young people participate in sports or 

have access to physical education, they can build up their health and self-esteem, use their talents 

to the fullest, learn the ideals of teamwork and tolerance, and be drawn away from the dangers of 

drugs and crime. That is why the United Nations is turning more and more often to the world of 

sport for help in our work for peace and our efforts to achieve the Millennium Development 

Goals.   

Kofi Annan, former United Nations Secretary General  
 

Kofi Annan’s proclamation represents a tendency in Western cultures to link sport with a whole host of 

societal benefits – from promoting social cohesion within and among societies, to acting as a solution to 

youth crime, to supporting development efforts in poverty-stricken areas. Publicity around these sorts of 

benefits has been at a peak since the United Nations International Year of Sport and Physical Education 

(IYSPE) in 2005. For example, the ‘sport for development and peace’ organization Right-To-Play 

continues to receive a wealth of media attention for their (often celebrity-athlete led) work in African 

refugee camps, aiding in post-conflict reconciliation by bringing together rivalling groups in friendly 

sport competitions. Peace-promoting exhibition sporting events are similarly lauded for their positive 

impacts on social cohesion within and among societies. A high profile example of this was a 2004 soccer 

match between Brazil and Haiti in Port-au-Prince. This match was intended to support humanitarian and 

anti-violence efforts in the region by improving the morale of the Haitian people and encouraging armed 

factions in Haiti to hand in their guns. Sport programmes in North American inner cities, such as 

‘midnight basketball; programmes and Boys and Girls Clubs that ‘get youth off the streets’ into safer 

recreation-driven environments are also celebrated for their role in reducing youth crime and gang 

involvement. 

While there are reasons to be optimistic about the benefits of sport for society, the problem with 

portrayals of sport that uncritically promote its potential to address social problems is that they are, at 

best, partial and somewhat deceiving, and at worst, dangerously one-sided and simplistic. That is to say, 

just as there is evidence to support the view that sport promotes ‘peace’ and social development, there is 

also an abundance of research that demonstrates how social inequalities and various social problems are 

inherent to and perpetuated by sport. Child abuse and various other forms of violence are consistently 

associated with sports where adults have inordinate amounts of power over young people. In a related 

way, the competition and performance orientation that has come to dominate youth involvement in some 
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North American sport leagues means that values like tolerance, personal development, kindness, and 

‘playing for fun’ are sometimes de-emphasized in favour of values associated with winning, such as 

dominating opponents and ‘playing with pain’. At the same time, the often-lauded ‘sport for development 

and peace’ (SDP) interventions are subject to the same critiques that are commonly lodged at international 

NGO work more generally. For example, some argue that aid recipients are not always well positioned to 

take ownership of the (sport-related) projects initiated by aid providers – leading some critics to question 

whether SDP programs are “another exercise in neo-imperialism” (Giulianotti, 2004).  

 

THE COURSE AND OBJECTIVES 

With this background, this course is based around the idea that while sport unquestionably plays a role in 

many positive social developments, it is in and through sport that many social problems and inequalities 

are reflected and reproduced. The goal of the course is to explore ways that sport is both enabling and 

constraining for people, and to offer concrete suggestions for change. With these issues in mind, the 

course examines various relationships that sport has with peace, conflict, and social inequality through 

lectures, discussions, and assignments. 

The course is designed for students interested in: (a) ways that sport both ‘enables and constrains’ 

social development efforts and initiatives; (b) attaining experience working on and presenting case studies 

related to ‘sport and peace’; and (c) Canadian and international perspectives on sport and peace related 

issues.  The broad goal of the course is to inspire thinking about the role that sport can play and does play 

in progressive social development.  

 

REQUIRED TEXT/READINGS:  The required textbook for the class is: 
 

Wilson, Brian. (2012). Sport & Peace: A Sociological Perspective. Don Mills, ON: Oxford University 

Press. 
 

Other readings for the class are available through UBC’s library or are provided in class as handouts.   

 

GRADING  

1.  Class participation – 10%  

2.  Preliminary group presentation – 10% 

3.  Mid-term – 10% 

3.  Final group presentation and submitted Final Report – 30%  

4.  Final exam – 40%  
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WEEK BY WEEK OUTLINE 

 

September 7 – Introduction to the course 

 

September 14 – Peace, Conflict and Sport: An Introduction  

Sport & Peace, Chapters 1 and 2 
 

Supplementary (Not required, but potentially helpful for projects)  

Darnell, S. (2014). Ethical challenges and principal hurdles in sport-for-development work. In K. Young & Chiaki Okada 

(Eds.), Sport, Social development and peace (pp. 1-18). Bingley, UK: Emerald. 

http://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/full/10.1108/S1476-285420140000008001 

Kidd, B. (2007). Peace, sport and development. In Report for the Sport for Development and Peace International Working 

Group (SDP IWG) Secretariat (pp. 158-194). University of Toronto, Faculty of Physical Education and Health.  

Donnelly, P. (2007). The use of sport to foster child and youth development and education. In Report for the Sport for 

Development and Peace International Working Group (SDP IWG) Secretariat (pp. 7-47). University of Toronto, 

Faculty of Physical Education and Health.  

Larkin, J. (2007). Gender, sport and development. In Report for the Sport for Development and Peace International Working 

Group (SDP IWG) Secretariat (pp. 89-123). University of Toronto, Faculty of Physical Education and Health.  

Parnes, P. (2007). Sport as a means to foster inclusion, health and well-being of people with disabilities. In Report for the Sport 

for Development and Peace International Working Group (SDP IWG) Secretariat (pp. 124-157). University of 

Toronto, Faculty of Physical Education and Health. (the previous 4 articles can be accessed at: 

http://www.righttoplay.com/moreinfo/aboutus/Documents/Literature%20Reviews%20SDP.pdf) 

 

September 21 – Politics, Globalization, and Sport 

Sport & Peace, Chapters 3 and 4 
 

Supplementary (Not required, but potentially helpful for projects)  

Boykoff, J. (2014). Celebration capitalism and the Olympic Games. London: Routledge.  

Giardina, M. D. (2010). One day, one goal? PUMA, corporate philanthropy and the cultural politics of brand ‘Africa’. Sport in 

Society, 13(1), 130-142. Access at: http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/17430430903377961 

Hayes, G. & Karamichas, J. (Eds.). (2012). Olympic Games, mega-events and civil societies: Globalization, environment, 

resistance. New York: Palgrave MacMillan. 

 

September 28 – Sport, Social Movements, and Social Change 

Sport & Peace, Chapter 5 

Kaufman, P., & Wolff, E. A. (2010). Playing and protesting: Sport as a vehicle for social change. Journal 

of Sport & Social Issues, 34(2), 154-175. http://jss.sagepub.com/content/34/2/154.full.pdf+html 
 

Supplementary (Not required)  

Boykoff, J. (2014). Activism and the Olympics: Dissent at the Games in Vancouver and London. London: Rutgers University 

Press.  

Harvey, J., Horne, J., Safai, P., Darnell, S.C. & Courchesne-O’Neill, S. (2014). Sport and social movements: From the global 

to the local. London: Bloomsbury Academic Press. 

Kaufman, P. (2008). Boos, Bans, and other Backlash: The Consequences of Being an Activist Athlete. Humanity & Society, 

32(3), 215-237. http://has.sagepub.com/content/32/3/215.full.pdf+html 

Wilson, B., Van Luijk, N., & Boit, M. (2015). When celebrity athletes are ‘social movement entrepreneurs’: A study of the role 

of elite runners in run-for- peace events in post-conflict Kenya in 2008. International Review for the Sociology of 

Sport (http://irs.sagepub.com/content/early/2013/10/08/1012690213506005.full.pdf+html). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/full/10.1108/S1476-285420140000008001
http://www.righttoplay.com/moreinfo/aboutus/Documents/Literature%20Reviews%20SDP.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/17430430903377961
http://jss.sagepub.com/content/34/2/154.full.pdf+html
http://has.sagepub.com/content/32/3/215.full.pdf+html
http://irs.sagepub.com/content/early/2013/10/08/1012690213506005.full.pdf+html
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October 5 – Sport, Violence, and Peace Education 
Sport & Peace, Chapter 6 

Katz, J. (2005). Reconstructing masculinity in the locker room: The mentors in violence prevention 

project. In P. Leistyna (Ed.), Cultural studies: From theory to action. (pp. 397-407). Malden, MA: 

Blackwell. (NOTE: ACCESS THROUGH UBC LIBRARY COURSE RESERVE – 

https://go.library.ubc.ca/Dg2qLN) 

Gasser, P. K., & Levinsen, A. (2004). Breaking post-war ice: Open fun football schools in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. Sport in Society, 7(3), 457-472. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/1743043042000291730 

 

Supplementary (Not required)  

Forde, S. D. (2014). Look after yourself, or look after one another? An analysis of life skills in sport for development and 

peace HIV prevention curriculum. Sociology of Sport Journal, 31(3), 287-303. 

Hartmann, D. (2012). Rethinking community-based crime prevention through sports. In R. Schinke & S. Hanrahan (Eds.), 

Sport for development, peace and social justice (73-87). Morgantown, WN: Fitness information Technology.  

 

October 12 – (International) Development and Sport  

Sport & Peace, Chapter 7 

Sugden, J. (2006). Teaching and playing sport for conflict resolution and co-existence in Israel. 

International Review of the Sociology of Sport, 41(2), 221-240. 
http://irs.sagepub.com/content/41/2/221.full.pdf 

Cornelissen, S. (2009). A delicate balance: Major sport events and development. In R. Levermore & A. 

Beacom (Eds.), Sport and international development (pp. 76-97). New York: Palgrave MacMillan. 

(NOTE: NOTE: ACCESS THROUGH UBC LIBRARY COURSE RESERVE – 

https://go.library.ubc.ca/ZHxdRG) 
 

Supplementary (Not required)  

Waldman, D., & Wilson, B. (2015). Behind the scenes of sport for development: Perspectives of executives of multinational 

sport organizations. International Review for the Sociology of Sport. Access at: 

http://irs.sagepub.com/content/early/2015/12/16/1012690215620766.full.pdf+html 

Coakley, J. (2012). Youth sports: What counts as ‘positive development’. In R. Schinke & S. Hanrahan (Eds.), Sport for 

development, peace and social justice (181-192). Morgantown, WN: Fitness information Technology. 

Darnell, S. (2012). Sport for development and peace: A critical sociology. London: Bloomsbury Academic Press.  

Schulenkorf, N. (2010). Sport events and ethnic reconciliation: Attempting to create social change between Sinhalese, Tamil 

and Muslim sportspeople in war-torn Sri Lanka. International Review for the Sociology of Sport, 45(3), 273-294. 

http://irs.sagepub.com/content/45/3/273.full.pdf+html 

 

October 19 – Sport and the Environment  

Sport & Peace, Chapter 8 

Wheeler, K., & Nauright, J. (2006). A global perspective on the environmental impact of golf. Sport in 

Society, 9(3), 427-443. http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/17430430600673449 

Millington, B. & Wilson, B. (2015, July 17). Eco-friendly golf means not worrying if the grass is greener 

on the other course. The Conversation. https://theconversation.com/eco-friendly-golf-means-not-worrying-if-

the-grass-is-greener-on-the-other-course-44688 
 

Supplementary (Not required)  

Karamichas, J. (2013). The Olympic Games and the environment. New York: Palgrave MacMillan. 

Stoddart, M. (2011). “If we wanted to be environmentally sustainable, we’d take the bus”: Skiing, mobility and the irony of 

climate change. Human Ecology Review 18(1), 19-29. Access at: 

http://www.humanecologyreview.org/pastissues/her181/stoddart.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

https://go.library.ubc.ca/Dg2qLN
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/1743043042000291730
http://irs.sagepub.com/content/41/2/221.full.pdf
https://go.library.ubc.ca/ZHxdRG
http://irs.sagepub.com/content/early/2015/12/16/1012690215620766.full.pdf+html
http://irs.sagepub.com/content/45/3/273.full.pdf+html
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/17430430600673449
https://theconversation.com/eco-friendly-golf-means-not-worrying-if-the-grass-is-greener-on-the-other-course-44688
https://theconversation.com/eco-friendly-golf-means-not-worrying-if-the-grass-is-greener-on-the-other-course-44688
https://theconversation.com/eco-friendly-golf-means-not-worrying-if-the-grass-is-greener-on-the-other-course-44688
https://theconversation.com/eco-friendly-golf-means-not-worrying-if-the-grass-is-greener-on-the-other-course-44688
http://www.humanecologyreview.org/pastissues/her181/stoddart.pdf
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October 26 – Sport, Media, and Peace  

Sport & Peace, Chapter 9 

Delgado, F. (2003). The fusing of sport and politics: Media constructions of U.S. versus Iran at France 

’98. Journal of Sport and Social Issues, 27(3), 293-307. 
http://jss.sagepub.com/content/27/3/293.full.pdf+html 

Wright, J. (2004). Analysing sportsmedia texts: Developing resistant reading positions. In J. Wright, D. 

Macdonald, & L. Burrows (Eds.), Critical inquiry and problem-solving in physical education (pp. 

183-196). London: Routledge. (NOTE: ACCESS THROUGH UBC LIBRARY COURSE 

RESERVE – https://go.library.ubc.ca/r9HQTr) 
 

Supplementary (Not required)  

Yoon, L. & Wilson, B. (2016). ‘Nice Korea, naughty Korea’: Media framings of North Korea and the inter-Korean relationship 

in the London 2012 Olympic Games. International Review for the Sociology of Sport, 51(5), 505-528. 

http://irs.sagepub.com/content/51/5/505.full.pdf+html 

 

November 2: MIDTERM 

 

November 9 – Class Conference  

Sport & Peace, Chapter 10 

 

November 16: Class Conference 
 

November 23: Class Conference and preliminary final exam review  
 

November 30: Open ‘exam review’ tutorial with TA (FINAL REPORT DUE, IN CLASS, 4PM) 

 

CLASS FORMAT  

The format of the classes will vary from week to week.  The usual format will include: 

Lecture – ranging from 30 minutes to 1 hour 

Break – 10 minutes 

Video – ranging from 10 minutes to an hour  

Group Work, Discussion, Group Presentations – 1 hour to 1.5 hours 

 

COURSE WEBSITE/BLOG 

Materials for the class (i.e., copies of lecture-slides, course outline, assignment/exam materials) will be 

made available through a course website. The website will only be used for posting these materials. Any 

announcements not made in class will be sent directly to your emails.  

Accessing the Website/Blog  

1) If you have not done so already, register for a UBC Blogs account by going to http://blogs.ubc.ca/  

2) Once you have a Blogs account, send a note to the course TA, Devra Waldman, at 

devra@alumni.ubc.ca indicating that you are signed up. Please paste the email address you would like us 

to send the ‘invitation’ to in the text of your email. 

3) Within one week you should receive an invitation to access the KIN 360 Blog at: 

http://blogs.ubc.ca/sportpeace/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://jss.sagepub.com/content/27/3/293.full.pdf+html
https://go.library.ubc.ca/r9HQTr
http://irs.sagepub.com/content/51/5/505.full.pdf+html
http://blogs.ubc.ca/
mailto:devra@alumni.ubc.ca
http://blogs.ubc.ca/sportpeace/
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EVALUATION PROCEDURES 

Class participation (10%): You will be expected to actively participate in class discussions about 

various topics and readings. Your feedback on your classmates’ presentations and projects is important 

here as well. Class attendance is crucial for attaining maximum marks. You will be asked to reflect on 

your participation over the term and justify a proposed grade.  
 

Group Project: Initial Presentation (10%); Final Presentation and Final Report (30%) (Report due 

November 30) 

In the September 14 class, details will be provided on the major group assignment for the course. In brief, 

you will be asked to form a ‘sport for development and peace’ (SDP) group (with 4 members). The group 

will form as a ‘response to a social problem’ that you have identified. The final report that your group will 

submit for the assignment will include: a literature review that describes the problem; a discussion of 

responses to the problem by other groups; a proposed strategy for addressing the problem in a way that 

complements the work of these other groups; and a justification for your strategy that is based on existing 

literature. The problem might be one that exists within sport (e.g., violence in hockey), and your proposed 

strategy might complement other programmes that focus on the issue (e.g., you may propose an anti-

violence training programme for hockey coaches who do not typically receive training). The problem 

could also be one that exists outside the realm of sport (e.g., gang violence; tensions between groups that 

have been at war). In these cases, “sport” could be used as part of a strategy for reconciliation (e.g., a 

soccer camp that brings together young people from groups that have been in conflict – a camp that 

employs coaches who receive training in conflict transformation). Readings and lectures over the term are 

designed to inform your project development and offer examples of other programmes that could act as a 

guide. Note: The initial presentation (worth 10%) will be a ‘group mark’. The final presentation and 

project – which is worth 30% in total – will be assigned a group mark, although a peer evaluation 

component will be used to inform individual grades on the project.  
 

Examinations (midterm 10%; final 40%): There will be two examinations in this class – a midterm and 

a final. The mid-term will require you to draw together ideas from lectures, videos, readings, and 

discussions up until and including the October 12 class. The exam will be an essay question or a set of 

essay questions. The format for the midterm will be the same as the format for the final examination. The 

midterm, which is worth 10% of your final grade, should be viewed as a ‘test-run’ for the final 

examination. We will give extensive feedback on your midterm answers with this in mind. The final 

examination will be based on the entire term’s work (i.e., lectures, videos, readings, and discussions). The 

final examination will be held during the December examination period.  Expectations for these 

examinations will be clarified in class.   

 

OTHER ISSUES 

1. Late ‘final report’ assignments will be accepted with a penalty of 2 marks per day (out of the 30 marks 

available for the group assignment).   

2. Students who know in advance they will be unavoidably absent from the mid-term should apply for 

special consideration from the instructor as soon as possible to determine how the missed graded work 

can be completed.  Supporting documentation must be submitted to the Undergraduate Advising Office at 

the earliest possible date.   

3. Students whose attendance or academic performance is severely affected by medical, emotional, or 

other problems should consult with their instructors early in the term to discuss special arrangements.  

Supporting documentation from either the Access and Diversity Resources Centre or a physician must be 

submitted to the Undergraduate Advising Office.   

4. You will be provided an opportunity near the end of the term to complete the course teaching 

evaluation (SCETs) within class time on an electronic device (e.g., laptop, tablet).  


